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Tema 11: La planificación de la clase y de sistemas de clase

11.1-Los documentos normativos. Plan de estudio del nivel, programas y orientaciones metodológicas 
11.1-Normative documents. Syllabus and methodological orientations of the English Language in the Cuban context.
Language serves as a means of communication and interaction among people who share the same linguistic community. Therefore, when we are teaching language the focus must be on helping learners communicate in that language. Language learning is both, an individual and a social process.
Students learn language more successfully when they are encouraged to communicate meaningful messages as they interact with others.
Foreign language learners are not empty vessels when they come to the EFL class. They bring their prior knowledge, their system of values and the communicative skills they have developed in the native language.
Obviously, they have interests and expectations in the EFL class. 
The focus of the teaching of English in Cuba must be on communicative competence, which is a high – level concept that implies the expression, interpretation, and negotiation of meaning involving interaction between two or more people, or between one person and a written text.
The teaching of English in Cuban context should contribute not only to functional language proficiency, but also to the ability to construct and reconstruct new knowledge. Therefore, learning languages at present has become, more than ever an important tool to communicate and interact with people from different cultural and linguistic backgrounds. 
The teaching of English in Cuba starts in third grade in primary school and goes through secondary, high school and higher education.
There are also schools for adults, where they can develop language skills in English. French, German, Portuguese and other languages.
In Cuba, the syllabus is the official document designed by a group of experts and school teachers that must be followed in all schools throughout the nation. Therefore, the course is mapped according to the syllabus. 
The syllabus is accompanied by the methodological guide or teacher´s guide[footnoteRef:1], which suggest teaching strategies and procedures to make the most of the content prescribed in the syllabus. It includes sample activities and suggestions for assessment. Following exactly what is presented in the guides is not compulsory, since they are just recommendations to help teachers. [1: ] 

The coursebook is another important material. A coursebook or textbook generally contains texts and dialogues, which contextualize the communicative and linguist content, tasks and activities to develop the habits, skills and learning strategies, that is the content   conducive to communicative competence.  It is organized around units or themes, which follow a certain order, usually similar to the syllabus. Usually the teacher and the students have a copy. 
An activity book or workbook has extra practice and is often used for homework. It usually accompanies a coursebook. 
In Cuba, only one book has been designed. It contains texts or dialogues, sufficient practice and appendixes with suggestions for consultation and further practice. Every pupil should have a copy. Since it is in workbook format students can write their answers in the book, because it is supposed to be printed and published regularly. The workbook must be followed systematically as the basis for the English courses from 3-12.
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