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11.2-El diseño de los objetivos de la clase. 

11.2-The objectives in English lessons 
It is worthwhile to remember that the leading objective of communicative language teaching is the development of the students’ communicative competence. However, we consider that an interactive outlook for the teaching of languages in Latin America should also involve the development of the students’ interactional competence, which, in turn, becomes a means to develop the communicative competence. In addition, teaching foreign languages (especially English) in Latin America must contribute to strengthen our regional identity through the acquisition of its own culture and the formation of values and attitudes to achieve the Latin American unity. 
Do you agree with these ideas? What is your opinion concerning the role of foreign language teaching, particularly English, in the development of the student’s integral education in the Latin American context?

Following Corona Dolores, 2005 “In the light of the ongoing processes of globalization, language education in Cuba is being considered from a new perspective. Our concept of building citizenship is closely related to the continuing expansion of the population´s cultural horizons, as a means of both personal and societal growth. Language education is valued as one of the key elements in the enhancement of cultural and educational development and thus it is considered as a component of citizenship education…”
Corona, Dolores.Interdisciplinary and humanistic learning: a case study from Cuba. En Citizenship and Language Learning: international perspectives. Threntham Books Limited, 2005 Pags 95-101

Based on this idea, the ultimate goal (objective) of English language education in Cuba has been renovated: to contribute to the general and comprehensive culture of the Cuban people, which in language learning means being able to communicate. In Cuba, it means that when interacting with people from different parts of the world Cubans should be able to:
-communicate in English about personal, social and professional activities
-communicate in English about Cuba´s socio-economic and cultural achievements
-understand the English language produced orally
-read written texts in different styles of English
Objective
	A goal of a course of instruction, two different types of objectives may be distinguished. General objectives or aims are the underlying reasons for or purposes of a course of instruction. Specific objectives (or simply objectives) are descriptions of what is to be achieved in a course. They are more detailed descriptions of exactly what a learner is expected to be able to do at the end of a period of instruction (lesson. unit, term, etc.).
Gradual derivation of the objectives
Objectives of our NSE (National System of Education)
  Objectives of the TLP (Teaching Learning Process)
                   Objectives of the subsystems
Primary                         Secondary                        Pre-university
                            Objectives of the subject
                            Objectives of the grade
                             Objectives of the units
                            Objectives of the classes
            Objectives of the activities within the classes
In the teaching of English, the students should be able to use the content freely; they should know the language in general, its culture, feelings, convictions and attitudes, so that all these elements have, a relationship and we have to take them into account when planning an English lesson.   
After you analyze this, how do you think objectives may be divided?
-Educational objectives
-Instructional or Practical objectives
-Cultural objectives
When you analyze the objectives mentioned before and study the syllabus for the different educational levels, you might have the feeling that some contents are repeated in different grades. Indeed, what has been followed is a cyclical approach, which gives the possibility of introducing new content or reviewing and building on content that has been presented already.
Content organizers
Linguistic and communicative content is related to the development of language and communication habits and skills.
Educational content is related to the system of values and social attitude and responsibility that should characterize students’ behavior in society and that must underlie classroom activities. It is also related to the development of thinking and reflective skills that enhance active participation and engagement of students in the learning process.
Cultural content is related to the information about cultural issues from national and universal culture, with emphasis on that from the English speaking countries. It is also related to the intercultural communication skills that must be introduced and gradually enhanced to contribute to the formation of a responsible world citizen 
Cross- curricular or interdisciplinary content is related to the integration of content and skills from other curriculum areas and subjects to support and complement students’ general knowledge.
Formulating the objectives means to express clearly and precisely the intention and goals the learners should achieve. When formulating them, the teacher should take into account:
- Level of generalization of the content (general, particular and specific objectives).
- Level of assimilation of knowledge
The objectives do not only state the knowledge and skills to learn, but also what to do with the content. Therefore, it is important to remember the levels of assimilation: familiarization, reproduction, application and creation. To express each of this levels in the objectives the teacher may use the following verbs:
FAMILIARIZATION (RECOGNITION) ( Type of lesson: Presentation) to identify, to understand(for listening),, to decode (for listening), to recognize, to differentiate, to distinguish, to select, to match, to discriminate, to become familiar with, to circle, to choose
REPRODUCTION (Type of lesson: Practice): to pronounce, to repeat, to reproduce, to establish, and to perform
PRODUCTION (Type of lesson: Application): to apply, to make use of, to explain, to produce, to describe, to differentiate, to express, to elaborate, to evaluate
CREATION (Type of lesson: Application): to make, to do, to investigate, to produce, to obtain, to carry out, to elaborate, to judge
One of the most troublesome actions for the teacher is to formulate the objectives of the lesson correctly. And maybe you also agree with us on the necessity that the students make the objectives of the lesson their own. On the other hand, it is probable that we have some disagreement concerning the elements to be included in an objective; however, the important point is the method of analysis that we propose, which you can use in formulating the objectives for your lessons. The following are indicators to consider when stating the objective of a lesson:
Values			Competences		Communicative functions
Skills			Context			Linguistic forms
Actions			Topics				Teaching strategies
Conditions		Means			Level of assimilation
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