Conditional sentences in English  
English conditional sentences express three different kinds of semantic relationships: factual conditional relationships, future or predictive relationships and imaginative conditional relationships.  1. Factual conditional relationships are of four types: generic, habitual, implicit inference, and explicit inference.

a. Generic factual conditionals express realtionships that are true and unchanging. For example: If you boil water, it vaporizes.  b. Habitual factual conditionals resemble generic factuals in that they also express a relationship that is not bounded in time; however, the relationship is based on habit instead of physical law. Habitual factuals express either past or present relationships that are typically or habitually true. For example:    Present: If I wash the dishes, my wife dries them.   Past: If Sally said “Jump!”, Bob jumped.   
 
2. Future or predictive conditional sentences express plans or contingencies. For example: If it rains, I´ll stay home.  
 
3. Imaginative conditional sentences are of two types: hypothetical and counterfactual.  • Hypothetical conditionals express unlikely yet possible events or states in the if clause.  For example: If I had time, I would go and visit you.  • Counterfactual conditionals express impossible events or states in the if clause. For example: If Bolivar were alive, he would feel proud of Chávez and Fidel.  
 
Notice the syntactic changes that occur in imaginative conditional sentences: 
 
If I had time, I would go and visit you. (If + past + (would) + verb) 
 
If I had been in Santiago, I would have experienced hurricane Sandy. (If + past perfect+ (would) + have + past participle) 
 
(Adapted from Celce-Murcia Marianne & Diane Larsen-Freeman. The Grammar Book, An ESL/EFL Teacher`s Course. Newbury House Publishers, Inc. Rowley, Massachusetts. Rowley, London, Toronto, 1983: 340-345)   
 
Do this: 
1. Complete  these sentences.

(If + past + (would) + verb) 

a. If I were you, … 
b. If I were in your shoes, … 
c. If I lived in the capital city of my province, … 
d. If I owned a car, … 
e. If I had a baby, … 

(If + past perfect+ (would) + have + past participle) 

f. If I had known that you were sick, … 
g. If I hadn`t been so tired, … 
h. If I had gone to the party last night, …  
i. If our team had played better, … 
j. If I had told my teacher the truth, … 

2. . Read this little article and take out the conditional sentences that are used in it. Are these hypthetical conditional sentences?

How many people can the Earth support? It depends on the kind of lifestyle those people enjoy, says Lisa Naughton, a UW-Madison professor of geography and environmental studies. The late 18th century English economist Thomas Malthus – one of the first to express concern about overpopulation – observed that there should be no more people in a country than can "daily enjoy a glass of wine and a piece of beef for dinner." But what if people choose tofu and beer instead? The contemporary “ecological footprint” model offers another way to think about the Earth's carrying capacity. “If everyone on the planet enjoyed the lifestyle of an average U.S. citizen, the Earth could support only one to two billion people,” says Naughton. “But if everyone used resources at the rate of the average African citizen, far more people could be supported.” Joel Cohen, a prominent population researcher at Rockefeller and Columbia universities, offers a more nuanced perspective: “He points out that there is no ultimate answer to this question,” says Naughton. “Rather, we need to think about broader issues of equity and sustainability when we consider human numbers and environmental impacts.”

Discuss  the main points raised in the above article about cellphones. 
Do you agree with them? 
Is there something that you disagree with?
 Anything that you partially agree or disagree with? 
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