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Abstract
English language has become in an important tool nowadays. For this reason it is taught in our country since the primary level to adults education. The main purpose of this investigation is to elaborate a set of activities for developing writing skills in English subject in 9th grade at Enrique Hart Dávalos secondary school in Alquízar Municipality. On the theoretical level the following methods as analytic-synthetic, historical-logical, inductive-deductive were used; on the empirical level: scientific observation, interview, survey and pedagogical test were employ while on the mathematical and statistical methods: descriptive statistics with the procedures, percentage analysis and arithmetic means were applied in order to process the necessary information for carrying out the present investigation. The application of    first instrument permitted the author to characterize the initial stage of the  scientific problem. It revealed students limitation to give information in written way about their preferences,  places and personalities in simple past. They showed difficulties with the synthesis and spelling. Besides the order of the ideas and punctuation marks this it is necessary to propose a set of activities for developing writing skills.   
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Resumen

El idioma inglés se ha convertido en una herramienta importante en la actualidad. Por ello se imparte en nuestro país desde el nivel primario hasta la educación de adultos. El objetivo principal de esta investigación es elaborar un conjunto de actividades para el desarrollo de las habilidades de escritura en la asignatura de inglés en el 9 ° grado de la escuela secundaria Enrique Hart Dávalos del municipio de Alquízar. A nivel teórico se utilizaron los siguientes métodos como analítico-sintético, histórico-lógico, inductivo-deductivo; en el nivel empírico: observación científica, entrevista, encuesta y prueba pedagógica, mientras que en los métodos matemáticos y estadísticos: estadística descriptiva con los procedimientos, análisis porcentual y medias aritméticas para procesar la información necesaria para la realización de la presente investigación. . La aplicación del primer instrumento permitió al autor caracterizar la etapa inicial del problema científico. Reveló la limitación de los estudiantes para dar información por escrito sobre sus preferencias, lugares y personalidades en un pasado simple. Mostraron dificultades con la síntesis y la ortografía. Además del orden de las ideas y los signos de puntuación, es necesario proponer un conjunto de actividades para el desarrollo de la escritura.

Palabras claves: Proceso de enseñanza-aprendizaje, habilidad de redacción y conjunto de actividades.
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Annexes 

Introduction

Learn English as a foreign language is a way to obtain general culture that is one of the reasons why English is studied in Cuba, because it gives the opportunity to communicate with people of other countries. English is the international language which means that the teaching of English in Cuba increasing need for international communication in the world. So, in fact they are intercultural communicators who act as mediators between people of different cultural origins, for example in the present though technologies where they can communicate immediately now. Learning a foreign language offers the possibility of comparing and contrasting your mother tongue with the target language.

Learning, as a complete process, is a very difficult task. However, mastering a foreign language in Cuba is highly complicate. So students need to acquire linguistic skills in order to develop effective writing skills. Writing is a graphic representation of speech; that is, letters or combinations of letters which represent the sounds one makes in speech. It involves the correct association of conventional graphic symbols with sounds which have no meaning and no significant interrelationship for the writer. Generally speaking and writing is inseparability because together are complex processes for teaching and advanced levels.

Students develop writing skills when learning a foreign language which helps then to better understand how a foreign language practice with intended social messages in dialogues, role plays and simulations will help to establish the link grammar and socially appropriate behavior. The students have to lend attention to the relationship between phoneme and grapheme which present linguistic skills for realize the communicative function. Look at regularities between sounds and graph as part of pronunciation.
According to the syllabus of the subject in 9th grade the students should be able to communicate in a written form their preferences and to give simple reasons where they should be able to interchange information about activities, experiences, people and places in the past. They should write letters, cards and paragraphs describing places and personalities.

After the author of the work visited several classes and applied some instruments to the teacher and the students. She could detect insufficiencies in 9th graders at “Enrique Hart Dávalos” secondary school in Alquízar Municipality such as:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

. Lack of knowledge to communicate their preferences.

.  The students have difficulties with the synthesis and spelling.

. The students have problems with the order of the ideas and punctuation marks.

. The students do not give information in written way about places and personalities in simple past.

For these reason the author declares the following Scientific Problem: How to develop writing skills in English subject in 9th grade at “Enrique Hart Dávalos” secondary school in Alquízar Municipality?
Object of study: The teaching-learning process of English subject.

Field of action: The development of writing skills in English subject in 9th grade.

Objective of Investigation: To propose a set of activities for developing writing skills in English subject in 9th grade at “Enrique Hart Dávalos” secondary school in Alquízar Municipality.

Scientific Questions:

1. What are theoretical and methodological references in the teaching learning process of writing skills in English subject in 9th grade at “Enrique Hart Dávalos” secondary school in Alquízar Municipality?

2. What is the characterization of the initial state concerning the writing skills in English subject in 9th   grade at “Enrique Hart Dávalos” secondary school in Alquízar Municipality?
3.What set of activities can be elaborated for developing the writing skills in English subject in 9th grade at “Enrique Hart Dávalos” secondary school in Alquízar Municipality?

4. What results could be obtained from a set of activities for developing the writing skills in English subject in 9th grade at “Enrique Hart Dávalos” secondary school in Alquízar Municipality?
Scientific Tasks:

1. Determination of the theoretical and methodological references in the Teaching Learning Process of writing skills in English subject in 9th  grade at “Enrique Hart Dávalos” secondary school in Alquízar Municipality.

2. Characterization of the initial state concerning to the development of writing skills in English subject in 9th  grade at “Enrique Hart Dávalos” secondary school in Alquízar Municipality.

3. Elaboration of a set of activities for developing writing skills in English subject in 9th  grade at “Enrique Hart Dávalos” secondary school in Alquízar Municipality.

4. Analysis of the practical effectiveness of the set of activities proposed for developing writing skills in English subject in 9th grade at “Enrique Hart Dávalos” secondary school in Alquízar Municipality.
Methods of investigation.

Theoretical methods:

1. Analytic and synthetic.

2. Historical- Logical.

3. Inductive-Deductive.

4. Systemical approach.

Empirical methods:

1. Scientific observation.                        Instrument: Observation guide. 

2. Interview.                                            Instrument: Guide of interview.

3. Survey.                                                Instrument: Guide of survey.

4. Pedagogical Test.                                Instrument: Pedagogical test.
Mathematical and statistical methods.

1. Descriptive statistics with the procedures.

· Percentage analysis.

· Arithmetic means.
Population and Sample: The population is 61 of 9th graders from “Enrique Hart Dávalos” secondary school, where 28 students are boys and 33 are girls, and 2 professors of English Department. The author selected 30 students from group 1, as sample 13 are boys and 17 are girls, and the English professor of the Department. All students are between 14-15 years.
 This sample was selected intentional because this group presented many difficulties in the writing skills.

Practical Contribution: This work intends to propose a set of activities for developing writing skills in English subject in 9th grade in the teaching learning process. Students will develop writing skills when learning a foreign language and the possibility of comparing and contrasting their mother tongue with the target language.

Scientific novelty: The novelty of this investigation is giving the students the necessary elements for developing writing skills through a set of activities in English subject for 9th graders.
CHAPTER I: THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS
1.1 The Teaching Learning Process of English subject.
Learning is a universal phenomenon inherent to the world of man as a human being, even though it also occurs in some other animal species. Universally, the teaching-learning process aims to align itself with syllabus objectives.
The teaching of the English language in Cuba is based on the Educational system and it is focused in the dominion of the second language like a complementary aspect in the future professional expecting to the University formation of students. 

The teaching learning process of English language subject requires a methodological focus which provide the development of communication and thought as well as the formation of value to obtain an integral general education of the learners if they regard to English as the universal language so the study of it, it is quite important. 
The professor Gonzalez Cancio wrote that “teaching is the process of organizing in a scientific and organized manner all the conditions that make possible to stimulate certain process in the students that permit them an integral growing as human beings (as a result of getting certain contents and developing certain habits and abilities”. (1)

This process must have the student as the center and main character and the environment where they develop themselves. The teaching learning process as didactic category is the systematic transformations of the subjects into a series of dynamic changes. This process occur in an upward order, where the movement of the cognitive activity is guided by the direction of the teachers toward the domain of knowledge, abilities and habits as well. 
According to Lima the Teaching Learning Process are two didactic categories that form a dialectical unit and make up a process that makes possible the development of the student in their interaction with the teacher, the object of study and other components of that process” (2)
1- Gonzalez Cancio , Roberto G. La clase de lengua extranjera.Teoría y Práctica 2009 

2- Valle Lima. La actividad: una aproximación teórica: [Soporte Digital]. – [La Habana]: ICCP, 2001.

The Webster’s Dictionary defined it as “a sequence of stages systematically organized for the application and acquisition of knowledge and values. It takes place during the development of the scholar subjects. It has as an objective to contribute to the integral formation of the students. It integrates the instructive and the educative.” (3) 
Rodolfo Acosta considered that “The learning process constitutes a system in which all the elements are intimately related and interconditioned. An alteration of any of its elements leads to an unbalance of the system and, consequently, to failure. It responds to the personality's formation. It is the integration of the cognitive/emotional and the instructive/educative.”(4)
The author assumes the definition given by Rodolfo Acosta because the teaching-learning process is a system that has the integration of cognitive and emotional elements in the instructive and educative process of teaching in which students are the center and the main character.
It is important to take into account that, when a person is learning a new language, the processes of speaking, listening, reading and writing, are not isolated when teaching. The four skills should be integrated to reflect the principle that achievement in one skill area enriches and reinforces progress in all others.
1.1.1 Communicative Approach 

There has been a diversity of methods and approaches in language teaching. Some have been greatly influential and therefore, very much used; others have not had many followers but anyway have contributed insights into practical teaching and have had an influence in the field in different ways. 

3- Colectivo de Autores. Webster’s Dictionary 2017

4- AcostaRodolfo. Communicative Language teaching 1997
In the story about English language teaching in Cuba, it has been an experimental laboratory for many of those teaching approaches, methods, and techniques during decades. Finally, the methodological conception adopted was the Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) or Communicative Approach because it focuses on language as a medium of communication and it is recognized as the principle approach in language education.
In secondary education, CLT was first introduced as regional projects in the 1980’s. At a national scale, it was introduced for a course of lessons on television that a communicative oriented approach to English language teaching started to transform the teaching of English in Cuban general education in the year 2000.

This approach has been defined by different authors such as:

Isora Enrique: “The Communicative Approach or Communicative language Teaching (CLT) focuses on learning to communicate through interaction in the target language, it views language as a means of communication rather than as a set of words or structures.” (5)

Gladys  Bermello :“the communicative approach  can be defined as a strategic  and methodological conception for language teaching , which stems from considering language an instrument of cognition and communication. From perspective communication is understood as the exchange of ideas, feelings, values and attitudes and ways of behavior in human interaction.” (6)
 Sirelda Garcia: “The  communicative  approach  derives  from  this  new  emphasis  on  the  uses  of language but with the explicit aim of developing communicative competence.” (7)

The author assumes the definition given by Sirelda Garcia because this concept is more explicit and it develops the communicative competence that takes into account the four basic  skills and other elements .

5-Colectivo de Autores. A Guide to the Teaching of English in the Cuban Context.2007

6-Gladys Bermello Lastra et al Resultado de investigación. ISPEJV, La Habana 2002

7- García Sirelda, Fundamentals for Foreign Language teaching 2010

1.2 Writing skills.

Writing is as important as the other skills when you are learning the language in a non-English speaking country. Everybody learns to speak at least fluently but many are unable to write with confidence, because it normally requires some form of instruction.Writing is much more than the presentation of oral language in a written form. There are features of written discourse not present in oral discourse, or which seem unnatural in oral discourse. The reverse is also true.
It was necessary to consult the definitions given by different authors to establish the theoretical foundations that supported the theme of research. 

Rodolfo Acostadefined that “writing is, in its simplest form, a graphic representation of speech; that is, letters or combinations of letters which represent the sounds one makes in speech. It involves the correct association of conventional graphic symbols with sounds, which have no meaning and no significant interrelationship for the writer.” (8)
Murcia and Celse wrote that“it is via writing that a person can communicate a variety of messages to a close or distant, known or unknown reader or readers. “(9)

In the Teaching Knowledge Test  Course  book,the authors considered “writinginvolves communicating amessage(something to say by making signs on a page.Towriteweneed amessageand someone to communicate itto. Wealsoneed to beableto form letters andwords,andtojoin these together to makewords,sentences oraseriesofsentences that link together to communicate that message.” (10)

 8-Acosta Rodolfo. Communicative Language teaching 1997

9-Murcia and Celse, Marianne.Teaching English as a second or foreign Language,third Edition 2001

10. Colectivo de Autores. The Teaching Knowledge Test  Course  book- 2001
Sirelda García stated it as “a  communicative  process,  which  involves  the  writer  in  decision concerning  the  expected  reader  of  the  text.  Writing  (as  speaking,  listening  and  reading)  is  a  linguistic  skill   which  is productive and interactive. Productive since the writer encodes a message using a graphic and orthographic system:  the written word. Interactive because themessage is written to be read by the reader(s) using a written text as the via or channel of interaction. ” (11)
Ms .V.Satya Sri Durga in a recent article said that:“Writing is an extremely complex cognitive activity in which the writer is required to demonstrate control of variables simultaneously. Strong writing skills may enhance students’ chances for success. Writing is meant for conveying thoughts, ideas, and facts in easy and lucid language.” (12)

After analyzing the whole definitions, the author agreed with Sirelda García because she gives the most detail explanation about a complex process, referring to a linguistic skill using a graphic and orthographic system in different written elements.  

It  is  very  important  for  teachers  to  know  the  objectives  and  purposes  to  teach writing. After studied what many authors have written about this, they coincide in defining two: 

-writing  as  a  means;  that  is  for engaging  with  aspects  of  the  language  other than  writing  itself; learners  note  down  new  vocabulary,  copy  out grammar rules, write out answers to reading or listening comprehension questions, do written tests, etc..  

- writing  as  an  end;  the  main  objective  is  writing  itself.  The  task  invites learners  to  express  themselves  using  their  own  words,  state  a  purpose  for writing, and specify an audience. 
11-García Sirelda, Fundamentals for Foreign Language teaching2010
12-Ms .V.Satya Sri Durga Developing Students' Writing Skills in English-A Process Approach2018
Writinginvolves several sub-skills too. Some ofthese arerelated to accuracy, (the use of thecorrect forms of language). Writing accurately involves spelling correctly, forming letterscorrectly, writing legibly, punctuating correctly using correct layouts, choosing the rightvocabulary, using grammar correctly, joining sentences correctly and using paragraphscorrectly.
Butwritingis not just about accuracy. Itisalsoabout having amessageand communicating itsuccessfully to other people.Todothis, weneed to haveenough ideas, organize them well andexpressthem inanappropriate style.
The elements of satisfactory writing are clarity, coherence and focus:

Clarity: insufficient clarity may be due to vagueness, ambiguity or obscurity (ambiguity occurs when a word or expression is used in such a way that it can be understood in more than one way). Obscurity in student writing is usually due to incorrect word usage or convoluted sentences structure. Sometimes the grammatical structure of a sentence makes it ambiguous.

Coherent and Focused writing: coherent writing has clear connection between ideas, sentences and paragraphs. Focus establishes what you are about and why without focus, writing cannot be coherent. Student writing often fails because it does not have a clear focus or purpose.

1.2.1 Thedevelopment of writing skills in 9th grade.
The subject of English language is considered with a high cultural content in the secondary education that provides a panoramic-general vision. Moreover, it´s determined by the communist and scientific conception of the world, its knowledge allows the upgrade by means of the scientific literature and outpost written in the English language, literature that occupies an important role in the economic, political and cultural development in the world.

The work with English subject teachingin ninth grade alsofulfill with the particularity of being an integral and harmonic process thatdevelops the four basic skills. Concerning writing, it includes the procedures to comprehend narrations, stories and simple texts presented in an oral or a written way by the teachers accompanied by visual or audiovisual means, for the familiarization with the work with the dictionary, mainly the bilingual dictionary.

Adolescent learners have already developed certain knowledge of their mother tongue and some skills to express themselves in English, so they can understand brief explanations supported by models written on the board or simple charts. They can make generalizations following the teacher’s questions with simple terms helping them to infer rules.
Rodolfo Acosta in his book “Communicative Language Teaching” suggest three general procedures which would be used to teach the students written language that reflect the conscious-practical and the integrated skills approaches:
-reading a text which will serve as a model for the students , writing;

-analyzing the writing skills in the text;
-producing genuine texts. Students should have the opportunity to express their ideas orally before writing them.

The teacher should motivate the students to develop writing abilities showing them the necessity for writing. It can be done if he provides the conditions for the students to be coherent in their writings,specifying what the purpose should be satisfied through the writing task. 

The type of text also needs to  be  specified  in  the  instruction given because  theprevious knowledge they have can be activated when we know what we are writing, letters, messages, cards, etc and this contributes to the writing of the text. 

1.3 Set of activities.

In order to contribute to the development of writing skills, a set of activities has been elaborated. These are some conceptualizations of the termgiven by different authors.
Álvarez de Zayas, Carlos defined set of activitiesas: Set of tasks conceived to contribute to the development of the docent educative process with the objective of acquiring knowledges, habits, abilities and it must respond to objectives to the study program, the interest of the necessities of the group and the school. (13)

Gonzales Alberto said that: “A set of activities is the group of actions and operations as part of organized process of direction develop, the students mediated by the teacher for the teaching learning of the content of the education.” (14)

Rosa L. Perez defined a set of activities as: “An educational exercise designed to provide direct practice of something.” (15)
After analyzing the previous definitions, it was assumed the one given byAlberto Gonzales  because a set of activities is considered to be the actions and operations that as parts of an organized process of direction develop the students mediated by the teacher for the teaching learning of the content of education.

13. Alvarez de Zayas, Carlos. La escuela en la vida. Ciudad Habana: Ed Pueblo y Educación. 1991.

14-Gonzales Alberto. Universidad, comunidad y formación humanístico-cultural Didasc@lia: Didáctica y Educación2010

15. Pérez González, Rosa Lexandra. Term Paper 2011.

Chapter II: Results of the characterization of the initial stage.

2.1 Operationalization of the variable.

Variable: Level of development of writing skills in English subject in 9th grade at “Enrique Hart Dávalos” secondary school in Alquízar Municipality.

Definition of variable: writing is a graphic representation of speech; that is, letters or combination of letters which represent the sounds one makes is speech. It involves the correct association of conventional graphic symbols with sounds which have no meaning and no significant interrelationship for the writer. Generally speaking, and writing is inseparability because together are complex processes for teaching and advanced levels.

Parameters:

· Order of ideas using punctuation marks.

· Correct use of vocabulary.
· Use of adequate grammatical rules.

2.2 Results of the characterization of the initial stage.

The investigation was developed in the students of 9th grade at Enrique Hart Dávalos School in Alquízar municipality. The selected sample is composed by 30 students of the first group. They are 17 girls and 13 boys. Their ages are between 14 and 15. 

Analysis of the observation guide. (See annex # 2)

During the six English lessons observed by the author, the classroom`s conditions and organization was good. The teacher`s behaviour was always good, because she maintained good manners and good professional ethic. The orientation towards the objectives by the teacher was well-done and the lessons were well structured. The students` discipline was mostly regular, because they were not always interested in the lessons and in learning the language. 

It was observed that the majority of the students understand what the teacher was saying in English but most of them were not able to answer correctly. In the realization of the activities in the classes, most of them could organize some ideas of given textsto write simple messages demonstrating an adequate useof punctuation marks.However, the students showed problems when using vocabulary and the grammatical structuresstudied in written exercises. 
Analysis of the interview to teachers. (See annex # 4)

Theauthor elaborated a guide of interview to be applied to two English teachers who work at the school. The objective was to determine the necessity of a set of activities to facilitate the development of the writing skills in the students. 

The application of this instrument confirmed that all teachers agreed with the importance to develop speaking skills in order to write in English correctly because the students should have a wide knowledge of words to be used when write. 
According to their opinions, they also need to know the grammatical rules to be used correctly without mistakes that affect the written message. They give a great importance to the use of punctuation marks too. 
Concerning the activities from the workbook both coincided that they are not enough to give the students notions of writing. That is the reason why they think is necessary the creation of new exercises to systematize writing skills.
Analysis of the survey. (See annex # 6)

The first question of the survey applied to the students was about the necessity to study English for their future lifes and almost the half of the group considered it with a great importance, but some of them said the contrary when a small part are neutral. 
Keeping in mind the second question of the survey about the relation between speaking and writing skills in English, the answers were divided equally in two sections. One of them saying that they are related because people need to learn how to speak first to be able to write later; the other in the contrary because of the difference in the spelling of the letters and the pronunciation of the sounds.  
 In the last question, the students had to select the elements related with the writing skill from a list and almost all of them did it correctly, because the elements were in Spanish and they make associations between both languages. 

Analysis of the pedagogical test. (See annex # 8)

The other instrument elaborated and applied to the students was a pedagogical test to determine the current state regarding to the writing skills in order to establish a starting point for a proposal.

In the first question, they had a dialogue with basic information in Spanish to be translated into English. The results obtained were poor because just a small quantity of students were able to do it correctly and the majority of the group made spelling and grammatical mistakes. 

The second question had the worst results because the students had many difficulties to write a paragraph using the information given in the dialogue about a character´s life. They did not use the simple present tense correctly and the ideas were wrong. 
After an analysis of the obtained results in the application of the instruments, the most affected parameter was the third one, since the students did not have the capacity to writeusing grammatical rules studied without mistakes that affect the written message.
2.3 Proposal foundations.

To the realization of the proposal was necessary to establish some foundations such as the sociological that is presented in the process of the student’s socialization that takes place by means of the educational process, as a result of this, and on the influence of personal and social grows of the family and community, the increasement of the integrated general cultural and the development of communicative abilities in English lessons, recognizing the interrelation among society, education and culture.
With the use of the unity of instruction and education as well as the unity of sensory and logical thought are applied in this proposal.

The Cuban Pedagogyis mainly based on the humanism, which was exposed by José Martí. It was supported on principles such as the practical activity as a main and right way to contribute to the formation of the human being. The students, as subjects guided by the teacher, play an active role in the learning process. The teacher as principal orientator must give to the students the necessary knowledge to develop skills.
The philosophical foundation of the proposal is reflected in the use of the dialectic- materialist philosophy as a category the activity that allows the rising development of the students. It is also sustained in the conception of Marxism as a general methodology of pedagogy and the proposal includes the development of the communicative approach in the English subject, taking into account the main concepts of the conscious practical method. 

The proposal has the Psychological foundationof the socio-cultural focus of Vygotsky that locates the students in the specific context of the school in which they play an active role, being able not only to describe the world around them, but also to transform it. 

From the didactic point of view, the developing learning conception as well the didactic principles was taken into account. The ones that were mostly applied were the principal of direct perception, creative activities of the students and the concreteness of knowledge, habitants and abilities.

2.4 Characteristics of the proposal 

The activities will be characterized by being:

Creative because the proposal brings a creative character due to the appliance of new instruments, fresh designed to fulfill a necessity existing for years now.

It is motivating due to the starting of the students’ necessity of new ways to develop writing skills and in the same way to be attractive to them. The proposal used different tools such as teaching aids including posters, pictures, audiovisual materials among others in order to facilitate a better development of the writing skills.

The activities force the students to reflex in order to provide a proper answer and not just mechanically repeat to give correct answers to the written tasks.

It is flexible because the activities are created flexible enough to be modified on their content but not on its form in order to be applied on more than one unit’s content facilitating the knowledge acquisition.

The set of activities were created taking into account the present investigation related to with the development of writing skills. It was guided by humanistic and social conceptions concerning the ideas of a better human being through a better prepared human being.

2.5  Structure of the Proposal of Activities 

The Proposal has 4 activities related to the development of writing skills. The activities are designed to be used in practice and application lessons. They comprise different levels of assimilation such as reproduction and production. They were elaborated in accordance to the students´ age, needs, interests, traits, current development zone and potential development to foster an increasing developing learning. 

Table of Content

	Activities
	Unit
	Objective
	Content
	Level of assimilation

	1
	7
	to describe people using personal information and adjectives in a paragraph form with acceptable syntax, spelling and punctuation.
	personal information(name, nick name, country ,type of music, age) and adjectives to describe people physically and morally.
	production.

	2
	9
	to describe a place using adjectives in a paragraph from with acceptable syntax, spelling and punctuation.
	Adjectives (beautiful, interesting, marvelous, charming, glamorous, gorgeous, historical, famous, high, remarkable, colonial, ancient, majestic).
	production.

	3
	1
	to write about a past experience of your partner with correct syntax, spelling and punctuation.
	Simple Past Tense
	production.

	4
	4
	to write about your daily routine in an email to a friend with correct syntax, spelling and punctuation.
	Simple Present
	production.


Activity 4:

· Grade: 9th 
· Unit 4: Hobbies.
· Type of activity: application.
·  Objective: to write about your daily routine in an email to a friend with correct syntax, spelling and punctuation.

·  Content: Simple Present 
· Method: Conscious Practical
· Teaching (aids): a video
· Form of activity organization: individual work.

·  Level of assimilation: production.
·  From of assessment: written
Pocedure:

The teacher shows a video with a boy saying what he does in his daily routine. The students have to tick the activities that they do too.

1. Watch a video and tick the activities that you do in your daily routine.

· Wake up

· Washmyface

· Brush myteeth

· Combmyhair

· Eatbreakfast

· Go to school

2. Write an email to your friend in other country saying your daily routine. You can use the examples from the video.
Conclusions

The Bibliography consulted related to the object of study was enough to establish the theoretical and methodological references that support this investigation related to the creation of a set of activities for developing writing skills in English subject in 9th grade at ¨Enrique Hart Dávalos¨ secondary school in Alquízar Municipality.

The results of the investigative state revealed that the students did not have enough knowledge to communicate their preferences, the students also had difficulties with the synthesis and spelling, the students had problems with the order of the ideas and punctuation marks and did not give information in written way about places and personalities in simple past.

The proposal of the set of activities was elaborated taking into account the students’ interests and needs. The activities are aimed to enrich the learner´s volume of knowledge in relation with the foreign language they are learning. Also they are focused on the development of writing skills in English subject in 9th grade at ¨Enrique Hart Dávalos¨ secondary school in Alquízar Municipality as a solution to the problematical situation although other investigations could draw different results.
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Annex 1

Variable: Level of development of writing skills in English subject in 9th grade at “Enrique Hart Dávalos” secondary school in Alquízar Municipality.

Parameters:

· Order of ideas using punctuation marks.

· Correct use of vocabulary.
· Use of adequate grammatical rules.

	Parameters
	Valuation scale

	
	Good 
	Poor
	Bad

	
	Order of ideas using punctuation marks.


	If the student demonstrates the abilityof organize the ideas of given textsusing punctuation markscorrectly.
	If the student organizes some ideas of given textspunctuation marks.
	If the student does not organize the ideas of given textsusing punctuation markscorrectly.


	
	Correct use of vocabulary.

	If the student is able to use correctly the vocabulary studied in a written task. 
	If the student make some mistakes in the use of the vocabulary studied in a written task.
	If the student does not use correctly the vocabulary studied in a written task.

	
	Use of adequate grammatical rules
	If the student usesthe grammatical rules studied without mistakes that affect the written message. 
	If the student makes some mistakes in the use of grammatical rules in a written task. 

	If the student makes grammatical mistakes that affect the written message. 


Annex 2

 Initial observation guide to English’s classes. 

Objective: To determine the level of knowledge about writing skills that students of “Enrique Hart Dávalos” secondary school in Alquízar Municipality have.

Elements to be observed.

1. The students understand what is said in English correctly.

___Good            ___ Poor               ___ Bad

2. The students write sentences using ideas from texts.

___Good             ___ Poor               ___ Bad

3. The students use correctly punctuation marks.

___Good              ___ Poor               ___ Bad 

4. The use of the adequate vocabulary and grammatical structures.

___Good              ___ Poor              ___ Bad

Annex 3

	Aspects to be observed
	Good
	Poor
	Bad

	Participation of the students in the lesson.
	20 (67 %)
	2 (7 %)
	8 (26 %)

	Order of ideas using punctuation marks.
	18 (60 %)
	5 (17 %)


	7 (23 %)



	Correct use of vocabulary.

	15 (50 %)
	5 (17 %)
	10 (33 %)

	Use of adequate grammatical rules
	8 (26 %)
	 10 (33 %)
	12 (41 %)


Annex 4

Interview to the teachers.

Sample: two English teachers. 

Objective: To determine the necessity of a set of activities to facilitate the development of the writing skills in 9th grade students at “Enrique Hart Dávalos” secondary school in Alquízar Municipality.

1. Is it important for students to develop speaking skills in order to write correctly?

___Yes                    ___No                ___Sometimes

2. Are the activities in the workbook enough to give the students notions of writing?

___Yes                    ___No                ___Sometimes

3. Do you consider the students need to know grammatical rules to write correctly?

___Yes                    ___No                ___Sometimes

4. Are the punctuation marks necessary to write correctly?

___Yes                    ___No                ___Sometimes

5. Do you think is necessary to create new exercises to systematize writing skills?

___Yes                    ___No                ___Sometimes

Annex 5

	Parameters
	Good
	Poor
	Bad

	Order of ideas using punctuation marks.
	2 (100 %)
	
	

	Correct use of vocabulary.

	2 (100 %)   
	
	

	Use of adequate grammatical rules
	2 (100 %)   
	
	


Annex 6

 Survey to Students.

Sample: thirty students. 

Objective: To diagnose the student’s criteria regarding to the development of activities relate to writing skills in 9th grade students at “Enrique Hart Dávalos” secondary school in Alquízar Municipality.

1. ¿Consideras necesario aprender Inglés para tu vida futura?
___ Sí                           ___No                         ___ No sé

2. ¿Crees que hay relación entre hablar y escribir en Inglés? ¿Por qué?
___ Sí                           ___No                         ___ No sé

3. Selecciona los elementos que están presentes en la habilidad de escritura:

___Signos de puntuación

___Orden lógico de las ideas

___Una correcta pronunciación

___Uso de las reglas gramaticales

___Hablar con fluidez
___Uso de una entonación adecuada. 

Annex 7 
	Parameters
	Good
	Poor
	Bad

	Order of ideas using punctuation marks.
	28 (93 %)
	
	2 (7 %)

	Correct use of vocabulary.

	18 (60 %)   
	8 (26 %)


	4 (14 %)



	Use of adequate grammatical rules
	25 (83 %)
	
	5 (17 %)


Annex 8

 Initial pedagogical test.

Objective: To determine the current state of the 9th grade students at “Enrique Hart Dávalos” secondary school in Alquízar Municipality regarding to the writing skills in order to establish a starting point for a proposal.

1. Imagine you have a friend who lives in other country but you can only communicate with him in English by internet.Translate the following short dialogue into English.

You: Hola.

Lucas: Hello.

You: ¿Cómo estás?

Lucas: Fine. Thanks, and you.

You: Bien. ¿Dónde estudias? 

Lucas: I study in Bromwell High school inCanadá.

You: Yo estudio en la escuela Enrique Hart, en Alquízar. ¿Qué haces en tu tiempo libre?
Lucas: In my free time I practice soccer and listen to music.

You: A mí también me gusta mucho escuchar música.¿Con quién vives?

Lucas: I live with my parents and my sister, and you?

You: Yo vivo con mispadres, adiós.
Lucas: Bye. See you later.

2. Write a small paragraph about Lucas life. Use the information given in the dialogue (name, school,hobbies, family members)

Annex 9

	Parameters
	Good
	Poor
	Bad

	Order of ideas using punctuation marks.
	19 (63 %)
	6 (20 %)
	5 (17 %)

	Correct use of vocabulary.

	16 (54 %)   
	8 (26 %)


	6 (20 %)



	Use of adequate grammatical rules
	10 (33 %)
	8 (26 %)


	12 (41 %)
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Activity 1:

· Grade: 9th 
·  Unit 7: Important personalities.
·  Type of activity: application.
·  Objective: to describe people using personal information and adjectives in a paragraph form with acceptable  syntax, spelling and punctuation .

·  Content: personal information(name, nick name, country ,type of music, age) and adjectives to describe people physically and morally.

· Method: cooperative learning.
·  Methodological conception: communicative approach.
· Teaching (aids): pictures and fragment of songs.

· Form of activity organization: individual and team work.

·  Level of assimilation: production.
·  From of assessment: oral and written

Pocedure:

The teacher puts a fragment of different songs that are popular nowadays, then she asks:

1. Do you know who is singing?

2.  What is his/her name?

3.  What is the title of the song?

4.   Do you like his/her music?

5.  What do you know about him/her?

6.  What type of music does he/she do? Pop, Rock, Reggaeton?
· After that the teacher shows some pictures with information of the singers. She divides the group in five teams and each of them have to select a Singer to make a description in a small paragraph using the information given.
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Real name: Ramón Lavado Martinez.

Nick name(alias): El Chacal.

Country: La Habana , Cuba.

Type of music: reggaeton.

Age: 33 years old.

Adjectives: attractive, strong, small, handsome and nice
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Adjectives: strong, short, fat, friendly and cheerful.

Real name: Israel Rojas Fiel

Country: Guantánamo , Cuba.

Type of music: Trova, Pop Rock,Alternative Rock. 

Age: 46 years old.

Adjectives: attractive, strong, tall, generous and nice
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Real name: Yoel Martínez

Country: Guantánamo , Cuba.

Type of music: Trova, Pop Rock,Alternative Rock. 

Age:  44   years old.

Adjectives: short, mysterious, thin and optimistic.
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Real name: Shakira Isabel Mebarak Ripoel.

Nick name(alias): Shakira.

Country: Barranquilla, Colombia

Type of music: Pop, Pop Rock, Merengue

Age: 42 years old.

Adjectives: pretty, thin, short, hardworking and cheerful
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Real name: Peter Genel Hernandez.

Nick name(alias): Bruno mars.

Country: Honolulu, Hawaii, Estados Unidos.

Type of music: Pop

Age: 33 years old.

Adjectives: handsome, wavy short hair, tall, optimistic 

                 and friendly
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Real name: Raymond Luis Ayala Rodriguez.

Nick name(alias): Daddy Yankee.

Country: Río Piedras, Puerto Rico.

Type of music: Reggaeton, Rap.

Age: 42 years old.

Adjectives: strong, fat, handsome, nice and 

generous.

1.Select a singer and describe him in a small paragraph with the information given. Be ready to read it.

Activity 2:
· Grade: 9th 
·  Unit 9: A trip around the Country.

·  Type of activity: production.
·  Objective: to describe a place using adjectives in a paragraph from with acceptable syntax, spelling and punctuation.

·  Content: Adjectives( beautiful, interesting, marvelous, charming, glamorous, gorgeous, historical, famous, high, remarkable, colonial, ancient, majestic).

· Method: Conscious Practical.
·  Methodological conception: communicative approach.
· Teaching aids: pictures.
· Form of activity organization: team work.

·  Level of assimilation: production.
·  From of assessment:  written.
Pocedure:

The teacher divides the group in five groups of six students to write a small paragraph using different adjectives given in a list.

After that the teacher shows some pictures with diferent places.

1. Viñales Valley

2. Museum of Beauty Art

3. Museum of the Revolution

4. Girón beach

5. Valley of the Prehistory

The teacher divides the group in five team and shows them pictures of some places from our country and they have to describe it in a paragraph using the adjectives from the list.

1.Select a plce from the pictures and write a paragraph using some adjectives from the list below.
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1. Viñales Valley
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 2. Museum of Beauty Art
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3. Museum of the Revolution

[image: image14.png]



4. Girón beach
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5. Valley of the Prehistory

List of adjectives:(beautiful, interesting, marvelous, charming, glamorous, gorgeous, historical, famous, high, remarkable, colonial, ancient, majestic)

Activity 3:

· Grade: 9th 
·  Unit 1: Summer Vacation.
·  Type of activity: production.
·  Objective: to write about a past experience of your partner with correct syntax, spelling and punctuation.

·  Content: Simple Past Tense
· Method: Conscious Practical
·  Methodological conception: communicative approach.
· Teaching (aids): cards
· Form of activity organization:  work in pairs.

·  Level of assimilation: production.
·  From of assessment: oral and written

Pocedure:

Work in pairs, take turns talking about an interesting trip you did or a place you visited last Summer using the tips in the cards.

1. How did you get there?

2. Where did you go?

3. Who did you go with?

4. How long were you there?

5. Where did you stay?

6. Did you enjoy it?

7. How was the food?

8. Did you buy anything?

1.Talk to your partner about a past experience she_he had using the guestions in the cards.

Card A

1.Where did you go?

2.Did you go by bus or by train?

3.Who did you go with?

4.How long were you there?

5.Did you make a reservation in a hotel or a house?

6.How was it?

7.How was the food?

8.Did you buy anything?

Card B

1. How did you get there?

2.Where did you go?

3.Did you go with your family?

4.How many days did you stay there?

5.Where did you stay?

6.Did you enjoy it?

7.Did you like the food?

8.What did you buy?

a) Write a paragraph about your partner experience.

Activity 4:

· Grade: 9th 
· Type of activity: application.
·  Objective: to write about your daily routine in an email to a friend with correct syntax, spelling and punctuation.

·  Content: Simple Present 
· Method: Conscious Practical
·  Methodological conception: communicative approach.
· Teaching (aids): a video
· Form of activity organization: individual work.

·  Level of assimilation: production.
·  From of assessment: written
Pocedure:

The teacher shows a video with a boy saying what he does in his daily routine. The students have to tick the activities that they do too.

2. Watch a video and tick the activities that you do in your daily routine.

· Wake up

· Wash my face

· Brush my teeth

· Comb my hair

· Eat breakfast

· Go to school

2.Write an email to your friend in other country saying your daily routine. You can use the examples from the video.
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