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ABSTRACT
The teaching-learning process results determinant nowadays, it has to be guided by the improvement of the teaching learning process of the English as a language,the improvement of the communicative competence between the students, the linguistic functional efficiency and the ability to construct and reconstruct their knowledge developing the basic learning of the student and the development of the four basic skills, listening, reading, writing and speaking.To accomplish this, the author offers a set of activities for the improvement of writing skills through theEnglish lesson in 7th grade at Pedro Ortiz Cabrera secondary school in Artemisa municipality.On the theoretical level the following methods as analytic-synthetic, historical-logical, inductive-deductive were used; on the empirical level: scientific observation, interview, survey and pedagogical test were employ while on the mathematical and statistical methods: descriptive statistics with the procedures, percentage analysis and arithmetic means were applied in order to process the necessary information for carrying out the present investigation. The application of   the instruments permitted the author to characterize the initial stage of the scientific problem. It revealed student’s limitation to give information in written way using the grammatical tenses studied in a correct form. They showed difficulties with the syntax and spelling. Besides the order of the ideas and punctuation marks, that´s way is necessary to propose a set of activities for the improvement of writing skills in English subject, focused in the solution of the problems that have been observed in visited class.
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RESUMEN
El proceso de enseñanza aprendizaje resulta determinante en los momentos actuales, este debe estar guiado por el desarrollo del proceso de enseñanza aprendizaje del inglés como lengua, el desarrollo de la competencia comunicativa en los estudiantes, la eficiencia funcional lingüística y la habilidad de construir y reconstruir sus conocimientos desarrollando el aprendizaje básico del alumno y el desarrollo de las cuatro habilidades de escucha, lectura, escritura y habla. Para esto, el autor ofrece un sistema de actividades para el perfeccionamiento de las habilidades escritas a través de las clases de Inglés de 7mo gradoen la escuela secundaria Pedro Ortiz Cabrera de Artemisa.En el nivel teórico se usaron los siguientes métodos: analítico-sintético, histórico-lógico, inductivo-deductivo; en el nivel empírico se utilizaron: la observación científica,la entrevista, la encuesta y el test pedagógico, mientras en el nivel matemático-analítico los métodos: estadísticas descriptivas con los procedimientos, análisis de porciento y significado aritmético fueron aplicados en aras de procesar la información necesaria para llevar a cabo la presente investigación. Laaplicación de los instrumentos permitió al autor caracterizar la etapa inicial del problema científico. El cual reveló la limitante de los estudiantes al brindar información de forma escrita, empleando los tiempos gramaticales estudiados de forma correcta. Los estudiantes mostraron dificultades con la sintaxis y a la hora de deletrear. Además, en el orden de las ideas y el uso de los signos de puntuación, por esas razones es necesario proponer un conjunto de actividades para el mejoramientode las habilidades de escritura en la asignatura de Inglés enfocado en la solución de los problemas que se han observado en visitas a clases.
Palabras claves: proceso de enseñanza aprendizaje, habilidad de escritura, conjunto de actividades
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Introduction
Learn English as a foreign language is a way to obtain general culture that is one of the reasons why English is studied in Cuba, it is also consider as a tool to communicate with people of other countries. English is the international language, which means that the teaching of English in Cuba has been increased as a need to prepare the professionals that can offer their knowledge to other countries of the world. In fact, they are intercultural communicators who act as mediators between people of different cultural origins, for example in the present though technologies where they can communicate immediately now. Learning a foreign language offers the possibility of comparing and contrasting your mother tongue with the target language.
Learning, as a complete process, is a very difficult task. However, mastering a foreign language in Cuba is highly complicate. Therefore, students need to acquire linguistic skills in order to improve effective writing skills. Writing is a graphic representation of speech, that is, letters or combination of letters, which represent the sounds one makes in speech. It involves the correct association of conventional graphic symbols with sounds, which have no meaning and no significant interrelationship for the writer. Generally speaking and writing are inseparability because together are complex processes for teaching advanced levers.
Students improve writing skills when they are learning a foreign language which helps them to better understand how to practice a foreign language with intended social messages in dialogues, role plays and simulations will help them to establish the link grammar and socially appropriate behavior. Students have lend attention the relationship between phoneme and grapheme which present linguistic skills for realize the communicative function. Look at regularities between sounds and graph as part of pronunciation.
According to the syllabus of the subject in 7th grade, the students should be able to communicate in written form about daily activities, to describe members of family, parts of the house and to describe how the weather like is using the simple present tense. They should be able to express in written form what some people are doing at moment, using the present continuous tense.  
After visited several classes and applied some instruments to the teacher and students the author of the work could detect insufficiencies in 7th graders at Pedro Ortiz Cabrera secondary school in Artemisa municipality such as:
· The students have difficulties in the synthesis and spelling.
· The students have difficulties with the order of the ideas and punctuation marks.
· The students have insufficiencies with grammar written way to use the present continuous tense. 
For these reasons, the author decided to declare the following Scientific Problem: How to improve writing skills in English subject in 7th grade at ¨Pedro Ortiz Cabrera¨ secondary school in Artemisa Municipality?
The Objective of study is: the teaching learning process of English subject.
The Field of action is: the improvement of writing skills in English subject in 7th grade.
The Objective of investigation is: To propose a set of activities for improving writing skills in English subject in 7th grade at Pedro Ortiz Cabrera secondary school in Artemisa Municipality.
Scientific Questions:
1- What are the theoretical-methodological references of a set of activities for improving the writing skills through English subject in 7th grade at  Pedro Ortiz Cabrera secondary school in Artemisa Municipality?
2- What is the characterization of the initial state for improving the writing skills in English subject in 7th grade at  Pedro Ortiz Cabrera secondary school in Artemisa Municipality?
3- What set of activities can be elaborated for improving the writing skills in English subject in 7th grade at  Pedro Ortiz Cabrera secondary school in Artemisa Municipality?
4- What results could be obtained from a set of activities for improving writing skills in English subject in 7th grade at  Pedro Ortiz Cabrera secondary school in Artemisa Municipality?

Scientific Tasks:
1. Determination of the theoretical-methodological references of a set of activities for improving the writing skills in English subject in 7th grade at  Pedro Ortiz Cabrera secondary school in Artemisa Municipality.
2. Characterization of the initial state for improving writing skills in 7th grade at Pedro Ortiz Cabrera secondary school in Artemisa Municipality.
3. Elaboration of a set of activities for improving writing skills in English subject in 7th grade at  Pedro Ortiz Cabrera secondary school in Artemisa Municipality.
4. Analysis of the practical effectiveness of the set activities proposed for improving writing skills in English subject in 7th grade at Pedro Ortiz Cabrera secondary school in Artemisa Municipality.

Methods of investigation:
Theoretical methods:
1. Analytic and synthetic
2. Historical- Logical
3. Inductive- Deductive

Empirical Methods:
1. Scientific observation
Instrument: Observation guide
2. Interview
Instrument: Guide of interview.
3. Survey
Instrument: Guide of survey.
4. Pedagogical Test
Instrument: pedagogical test:

Mathematical and statistical methods
1. Descriptive statistics with the procedures
· Percentage analysis.
· Arithmetic means.

Population and Sample: The populations are 52 students of 7th grade from Pedro Ortiz Cabrera secondary school, where 25 students are boys and 27 are girls, and 2 professors of the English Department. This investigation was applied to a group of 25 students and the teachers. All students are between 12-13 years old.
Practical contribution:
This work contributes to the improvement of writing skills in English subject at 7th grade, using a set of activities based on the English learning process. It gives the opportunity to students to learn new writing contents and the possibility to apply them for daily life. 
Scientific novelty:
The novelty of this search is the elaboration of a set of activities for improving writing skills in English subject to students of 7th grade, which helps them to the use of vocabulary they have in a written way. 













CHAPTER I: THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS OF WRITING SKILL IN ENGLISH SUBJECT.
1.1 THE TEACHING LEARNING PROCESS OF ENGLISH SUBJECT. MAIN CHARACTERISTICS. 
Learning is a universal phenomenon inherent to the world of man as a human being, even though it also occurs in some other animal species. It is a change in performance that occurs under the conditions of practice.
The teaching of English language in Cuba is based on the Educational Cuban system and it is focused in the dominion of the second language like a complementary aspect in the future professional expecting to the University formation of students. 
The professor Silvestre (2004) wrote that “The teaching learning process is the integration of the cognitive and emotional, the instructive and educative as a psychological and pedagogical essential requirement. A very complex system involves many factors such as the methods to take the knowledge to the students that they use to the acquisition of his knowledge.”  (1)
Therefore, the teaching learning process of English language subject require a methodological focus which provide the development of communication and thought as well as the formation of value to obtain an integral general education of the learners if we regard to English as the universal language so the study of it, it is quite important. 
According to Lima (2011) ”the Teaching Learning Process are two didactic categories that form a dialectical unit and make up a process that makes possible the development of the student in their interaction with the teacher, the object of study and other components of that process” (2) 
Isora Enriquez O’Farrill (2016) defined “The learning process as a system in which all the elements are intimately related and interconditioned. An alteration of any of the elements leads to an unbalance of the system and, consequently, to failure. These elements are true of any learning activity either within the context of teaching or out of it. In the teaching situation, however, other components would take part: the teacher (his personality, attitude towards the learners, professionalism, etc.), the learner (his particular features), the conditions (furniture, illumination, class time, etc.), and others (role of the family, the community, the mass media, etc.).” (3)
After analyzing the whole definitions given by different writers, the author of the research assumes the definition of Isorabecause this is a process where all the elements are interconnected to work as a system. The application of this concept allows an improvement of the teaching process in English subject because it is seeing as a wide point of view about how to teach the language in an effective way.
1.1.2 THE TEACHING LEARNING PROCESS OF ENGLISH SUBJECT IN SECONDARY SCHOOL.
The Teaching Learning Process of English on secondary school was designed to respond to the political, economic, and social importance of the Foreign Language in the National System of Education in the current world. Its importance is given in the increasement of interchanges of delegations, professionals and students, as well as the participation in seminars, conferences and other international events. The multilateral formation of our teachers requires, at least, the command of one foreign language as a way to improve their knowledge.
On secondary school teachers will work in the development of the four basic skills for learning a language. Those are listening, speaking, reading and writing. It’s also important to take into account the procedures for understanding stories and simple texts presented by the teacher, giving the students different levels of help by presenting them visual pictures or videos and the use of dictionaries as a way of getting to know better any foreign language.
Therefore, the most important thing for the students is to use English in diverse and varied talkative situations and to use it to supplement the learning of other academic areas.
The work with English subject on Secondary School teaching will be in an integral and harmonic way on the development of the four basic skills. It includes the procedures to comprehend narrations, stories and simple texts presented in an oral or a written way by the teachers accompanied by visual or audiovisual means, for the familiarization with the work with the dictionary, mainly the bilingual dictionary. They also have to being able to write simple texts using the grammatical tenses and the vocabulary learnt during the course as a way to express their feelings, ideas and thoughts. 
1.2 SOME CONSIDERATIONS ABOUT COMMUNICATIVE APPROACH
These assumptions underlie the communicative approach that supports EFL education in Cuba at present. This approach could be defined as a theoretical conception of language education.  Through the teaching-learning process this approach leads learners to communicate in a foreign language. So from this perspective, communicative competence becomes a very important concept.
Following the tenets or bases of developmental didactics, the communicative approach centers on:
- The learning of knowledge, abilities, attitudes and values required to communicate in the FL, as well as strategies and procedures to improve them. It helps the students to be aware of different ways of representing reality and building social relations through language, and of using the target language to enhance their cultural, professional and personal development. At a the same time, it contributes to reinforcing their self-consciousness, i.e. to enhance the awareness of their language and social identity (i.e.the contents learned). 
- The promotion of an active, creative, significant, morally enriching and motivated process of learning. The student should be actively engaged in the process of using the FL to communicate. The communicative practice gradually moves towards student’s free production in the target language. This process should be significant, i.e. it requires increasing students´ skills to transfer knowledge and experience from their mother tongue and culture, to avoid their interference in communication and learning, to integrate knowledge and abilities developed in the FL, as well as to realize their own needs and interests and to manage the way to cope with them. Verbal proficiency includes  strategies of polite communication in the FL (e.g. the procedures to project the speaker’s self-image and to consider the image of the addressee), the fostering of respect for language and cultural diversity, particularly of a positive attitude towards the users of the studied language and their culture, the affirmation (encouragement) of attitudes and values consistent with the ideals of the learner’s society, as well as the responsibility for their education and the values to collaborate with others in this endeavor. Finally, the results of the process largely depend on the disposition and implication awakened in the learner to use the target language (i.e. the process of learning). 
Communicative approach help students to discover how grammatical structures function within the overall discourse construction and use them in relation to the meanings exchanged and the context in which they are produced.
1.2.1 WRITING SKILLS. 
Writing is, in its simplest form, a graphic representation of speech; that is, letters or combinations of letters, which represent the sounds one makes in speech. It involves the correct association of conventional graphic symbols with sounds, which have no meaning and no significant interrelationship for the writer.
Is consider as an important productive skill because it is a way of communication. It is the expression of meaning in a permanent medium – pen and paper. The writer has choices at the surface level of Lexis, grammatical structure, collocations, cohesion, coherence, etc. , the writer also have choices about the type of text to use to convey the desired meaning.
It was necessary to consult the definitions given by different authors to establish the theoretical foundations that supported the theme.  
In the article writing as a Mode of Learning by Janet Emig (1977) described writing as “a unique mode of learning” involving the active participation of both the left and right hemispheres of the brain. Researches have agreed that writing enhances thinking skills; the higher cognitive functions of analysis and synthesis seem to develop most fully with the support of written language.” (4)
        Some years later Rodolfo Acosta (1997) defined writing in a more complicated process, the graphic symbols (letters, numbers and diacritic signs) have to be arranged into words, according to certain rules. Words have to be arranged to form sentences and these are linked together in a certain way to form a text around a topic. In this sense, writing involves the encoding of a message for someone who is generally not physically present.” (5)
SireldaGarcía (2010) stated that: “Writing is much more than the presentation of oral language in a written form.It is a communicative process, which involves the writer in decision concerning the expected reader of the text.Writing (as speaking, listening and reading) is a linguistic skill which is productive and interactive. Productive since the writer encodes a message using a graphic and orthographic system: the written word. Interactive because the message is written to be read by the reader(s) using a written text as the via or channel of interaction.” (6)
In an article written by Ms .V.Satya Sri Durga in 2018, she explained that: “Writing is an extremely complex cognitive activity in which the writer is required to demonstrate control of variables simultaneously. Strong writing skills may enhance students’ chances for success. Writing is meant for conveying thoughts, ideas, and facts in easy and lucid language. It is an essential factor of language.” (7)
After considered all those definitions, the author assumes the Sirelda Garcia’s opinion because she explains the real meaning of writing, which is involved with the other three skills, it is impossible to learn any language if all the skills aren’t interrelated.
It is necessary to establish the similarity that these authors have according to writing skill purpose, they coincide in defining two: 
 -Writing  as  a  means;  that  is  for engaging  with  aspects  of  the  language  other than  writing  itself; learners  note  down  new  vocabulary,  copy  out grammar rules, write out answers to reading or listening comprehension questions, do written tests, etc..  
-Writing  as  an  end;  the  main  objective  is  writing  itself.  The  task  invites learners  to  express  themselves  using  their  own  words,  state  a  purpose  for writing, and specify an audience. 
As  both  means  and  end;  here  there  is  a  combination  of  purposeful  and original writing with the learning and practice of some other skills on content. E.g. a written response to the reading of a controversial newspaper article.
Rodolfo Acosta has written many articles about this topic and he considers that in early stages, writing has the following pedagogical purposes:
a. It provides one more way to learn, especially for those students who do not learn easily through oral practice alone.
b. It provides the learners with some evidence that they are making progress in the language.
c. It is one medium to integrate skills properly.
d. It provides variety in classroom activity.
e. It increases the amount of language contact through work that can be set out of class.
f. It is needed for testing the other skills. In practice the amount of time and the number of students in class demand the use of some forms of written test.
Sirelda also considers that Mechanics and punctuation are essential in the process of writing, based on the explanation given by Rosa Antich (1989) that includes as mechanics of writing the following:
· characteristics of a manuscript 
· the hyphen
· capitalization   
· syllabication at the end of line 
· italics 
· numbers
· quotation marks 
· the apostrophe
Antich also states that the mechanics of writing do not affect the expression of thought because they are merely matters of form. According to her punctuation includes:
· the comma
· the semicolon
· the colon 
· the dash
· parentheses
· brackets
1.3 [bookmark: _GoBack]SET OF ACTIVITIES
In order to contribute to the improvement of writing skills, a set of activities has been elaborated. These are some conceptualization of these terms in this research.
Another definition is the one by Valle Lima (2001), an activity is “(…) a whole of operations that integrate a guided and organized process, which develops the students ‘knowledge with the teachers ‘guidance for achieving the teaching learning process  of the contents”.(8)
Torres Ortiz, Emilio (2003) stated that set of activities is: “A group of teaching tasks conceived to contribute the development of the Teaching Learning Process with the objective of to get knowledge, habits and abilities that respond to the objectives of the study’s program, the interest of the necessities of the group and the school.”(9)
Valdes Martin (2005) defined that “Activity is a type of task that involved more than once action by the student or students who develop it.” (10)
Gonzales Alberto (2008). “A set of activities is the group of actions and operations as part of organized process of direction develop, the students mediated by the teacher for the teaching learning of the content of the education.” (11)
According to Microsoft Encarta (2019) a set is: “a collection considered as unit: a collection of people or things considered together and usually having something in common.” (12)
The author of this Term Paper assumes the definition given by Torres Ortiz, Emilio about a set of activities, because is the most complete explanation about the proposal of these kind of activities. In few words: By creating a set of activities for the improvement of writing skills it’s important to consider the necessity of the students and what motivate them in the subject.











Chapter II Results of the characterization of the initial state.
2.1 Variable and its definition.
 Variable:Level of improving writing skills in English subject in 7th grade Pedro Ortiz secondary school in Artemisa Municipality.
Definition of writing:
Writing is a graphic representation of speech, that is, letters or combination of letters, which represent the sounds one makes in speech. It involves the correct association of conventional graphic symbols with sounds, which have no meaning and no significant interrelationship for the writer.

Parameters:
· The correct use of syntax, spelling and punctuation marks.
· Order of ideas using different texts.
· The correct use of grammatical tenses studied.
2.2 Results of the characterization of the initial state.
The investigation was developed in one of the groups of 7th grade at “Pedro Ortiz Cabrera” secondary school in Artemisamunicipality. There are 52 students divided in two groups. The selected sample is composed by 25 students of the first group, 13 females and 12 males. Their ages are between 11 and 12.
Analysis of the observation guide. (See annexes # 2 and 3)
Through the observation of eight classes and the study of the scholar’s accumulative files, the author has been capable to appreciate that the students are dynamic, cheerful and talkative. They have a good behavior during the classes, but they were not always interested in the lessons and in learning the language. 
It was observed that the majority of the students understand what the teacher was saying in English and most of them were able to answer orally but showed problems in the realization of the written exercises. In the activities in the classes, more than the middle of the group wrote sentences with an adequate syntax and spelling. They also demonstrate a good use of punctuation marks.Many students did not show difficulties whenorganizing ideas of given texts to write simple messagesbut the third parameter, theproper use of grammatical tenses studied was very affected because ten students did not use them correctly.
Analysis of the interview to teachers. (See annexes # 4)
The author elaborated a guide of interview to be applied to two English teachers who work at the school. The objective was to determine the necessity of a set of activities to facilitate the improvement of the writing skills in the students. 
The application of this instrument confirmed that all teachers agreed with the importance to improve speaking skills in order to write in English correctly because the students should have a wide knowledge of words to be usedfor writing. 
According to their opinions, they also need to know the grammatical rules to use them correctly without mistakes that affect the written message. They give a great importance to the use of punctuation marks too. Concerning the activities from the workbook both coincided that they are not enough to give the students notions of writing. That is the reason why they think is necessary the creation of new exercises to systematize writing skills.

Analysis of the survey. (See annex # 5 and 6)
The first question of the survey applied to the students was about their difficulties for making writing activities in English class and almost half of the group said sometimes. For the second question about their problems with spelling and punctuation marks,almost half of the group said sometimes. Moreover, in the third question about their problems with the spelling and organization of the ideas the answers were dividedbetweenno and sometimes. However, for the fourth question the results were as affected as in the first question. 




Analysis of the pedagogical test. (See annex # 7 and 8)
This instrument was applied with three activities to check the correct use of syntax and spelling, order of ideas using different texts and the correct use of grammatical tenses studied. 
In the first question, they had a list with wrong written words, to write them in the correct way. The results weregood, becausemost of the students could write the words in the correct way.
In the second question the results were good too because most of the students could organize the sentences in the correct way, however some of them had problems with the structure for the use of the verb to be.
In the third question, the results were bad because most of the students had problems to order sentences using the correct grammatical tense.
After an analysis of the obtained results in the application of the instruments, the most affected parameter was the third one, because the students had problems with the application of the proper use of grammatical tenses studied.

2.3 Proposal foundations:
The sociological foundation of the proposal is presented in the process of the student's socialization that takes place by means of the educational process, as a result of this. In addition, on the influence of personal and social grows of the family and community, the increase of the integrated general cultural and the improvement of communicative abilities in English lessons, recognizing the interrelation among society, education and culture.
The Philosophical foundation of the proposal is reflected in the use of the dialectic-materialist philosophy as a category the activity that allows the rising development of the students. It is also sustained in the conception of Marxism as a general methodology of pedagogy and the proposal includes the improvement of the communicative approach in the English subject, taking into account the main concepts of the conscious practical method. All of this will contribute for the improvementof writing skills in English subject.
For Psychological foundations through the investigation the author has taken into account the knowledge of psychology in teenagers, the interaction in the classroom and the students characteristics. This proposal could bring great transformation for   a healer society.
For Pedagogical foundations the students, as subjects guided by the teacher, play an active role in the learning process.The teacher as principal guider must give to the students   the necessary knowledge for the improvement of writing skills.
From the didactic point of view the proposal is sustained in the own didactic exigency of the Teaching of English language and the methodology of teaching-learning process of a foreign language using the communicative approach as basis to the elaboration of the activities from the proposal.
2.3.1 Characteristics of the Proposal:
The following proposal is designed for 7th grade learners of Pedro Ortiz Cabrera secondary school in Artemisa Municipality.It has as main objective to elaborate a set of activities for the improvement of writing skills in English subject from this grade.
The methodological conception of English subject is the communicative approach, taking into account the main concepts of the conscious practical method. All of this will contribute to the improvement of communicative abilities.
This set of activities also gives the students the possibility to interact orally with their partners, friends, etc. The proposal is also enriched with some specific characteristics, which make it convenient for them, such as:
· Creative: The students have to use their imagination to participate actively and creatively.
· Reflexive:  The activities request the student’s concentration and convey high reflective level.
· Interactive: The students shouldinteract not only among them, also with the teacher.
· Flexible: The activities are designed in order to be applied at every unit with simple modifications of the contents although not the form. 

2.4- Structure of the Proposal:
The proposal is confirmed by 4 activities that are focused on the improvement of the writing skills through a set of activities to be used in the English lessons of 7th gradersof Pedro Ortiz Cabrera secondary school in Artemisa Municipality
Structure of the set of activities:
· Unit
· Type of activity 
· Objective
· Content
· Method
· Teaching aids
· Form of activity organization
· Form of assessment
· Level of assimilation
· Procedure

Table of Content

	Unit
	Activity
	Objective
	Content
	Level of assimilation

	
1-Hello! What’s your name?


	
1
	To give personal information in a dialogue form with acceptable syntax, spelling and punctuation using a video.

	Personal information (name, age, formal farewell)


	
Production

	
3- What is your house like?
	
2
	To make sentences describing a room in the house, using objects and demonstrative pronouns with acceptable syntax, spelling and punctuation.

	objects (bed, mirror, dressing table, refrigerator, cooker, cupboard, TV set, armchair, sofa), parts of the house (living room, kitchen, bedroom), demonstrative pronouns (there is/are).

	Production

	
5- What´s your friend doing?

	
3
	To write sentences in present continuous tense expressing what some people are doing now with acceptable syntax, spelling and punctuation through a game.
	action verbs (clean- wash- watch- play- do- eat- drink- take- go- dance) and the          Present Continuous Tense.

	Production

	
8- What´s the weather like?

	
4
	To write sentences in simple present tense using the weather conditions and the verb to be with acceptable syntax, spelling and punctuation.

	weather conditions (cloudy, windy, warm, sunny, dry, rainy, cool, cold, hot) and Simple Present Tense (Verb to be)

	Production


	11- Can you do it your own?

	
5
	To write sentences in simple present tense with correct syntax, spelling and punctuation using a fragment of a song.


	Simple Present Tense
	Production




Example of the proposal:
Unit 5: What´s your friend doing?
Type of activity: application
Objective: To write sentences in present continuous tense expressing what some people are doing now through a game.
Content: action verbs (clean- wash- watch- play- do- eat- drink- take- go- dance) and the          Present Continuous Tense.
Method: Conscious Practical.
Teaching Aid: cards 
Methodological conception: Communicative approach 
Form of activity organization: individual and group work.
Form of assessment: orally and written.
Level of assimilation: production
Procedure:
The teacher begins the activity explaining game´s rules and dividing the group in two teams. The students of one team have to represent the actions from the cards that are in the teacher’s desk using a pantomime and the students of the other team have to identify the action represented. Then, if he or she guess it, writes a sentence on the board using the verb in Present Continuous Tense. This exercise is going to motivate them to write sentences in present continuous tense describing what their classmates are doing.
Team A
1- Select a card from the teacher’s desk and answer the question representing the action that it has with mimics and gestures.
You receive two points if the student from the other team does not guess the action you are representing. 
Team B
2- Ask the student from the other team what he/she is doing. Try to guess the action he/she represents. If you do it correctly, write on the board a sentence using the verb in Present Continuous Tense.
You receive two points if you guess the action and write correctly the sentence. The winner will be the team with more points.
Cards: clean the house- wash the dishes- watch TV- play football- do the homework- eat a hotdog- drink water- take a bath- go to sleep-dance at the disco












CONCLUSIONS

The bibliography consulted related to the object of study was enough to stablish the theoretical and methodological references that support this investigation, for the elaboration of a set of activities for the improvement of writing skills through English lessons in 7th grade.
The results of the investigation reveals problems in some aspect related to the correct use of syntax and spelling, order of ideas using different texts and the correct use of grammatical tenses studied in the English lessons.
The proposal of these set of activities was elaborated taking into account the students interest and needs. The activities are aimed to enrich the learner´s volume of knowledge in relation with the foreign language they are learning. Also they are focused on the improvement of writing skills to English lessons.
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Annex 1

Variable:
Level of improving writing skills in English subject in 7th grade Pedro Ortiz secondary school in Artemisa Municipality.
Parameters:
· The correct use of syntax, spelling and punctuation marks.
· Order of ideas using different texts.
· The proper use of grammatical tenses studied.

	
Parameters
	Valuation scale

	
	Good
	Poor
	Bad

	The correct use of syntax,spelling and punctuation marks.


	The students have a correct syntax spellingand punctuation marks.

	The students make some mistakes of syntax,spelling and punctuation marks.

	The students do not have a correct syntax,spelling and punctuation marks.


	Order of ideas using different texts.

	The students can order ideas of different texts correctly.
	The students have some problems when order ideas of different texts.
	The students do not order ideas of texts correctly.

	The proper use of grammatical tenses studied.

	The students can use the grammatical tenses studied in a correct form. 
	The students have difficulties in the use of grammatical tenses studied.
	The students cannot use the grammatical tenses studied in a correct form.





Annex 2
Initial observation guide to English´s classes:
Objective: to determinate the level of knowledge for the improvement of writing skills in 7th grade students at Pedro Ortiz Cabrera Secondary School in Artemisa municipality.
Element to be observed:
1) The students respect the punctuation marks.
___Yes                ___No                ___Sometimes

2) The students write sentences with correct syntax and spelling.
___Yes                ___No                ___Sometimes

3) They are able to order the ideas of different texts.
___Yes                ___No                ___Sometimes

4) They use properlythe grammatical structures studied.
___Yes                ___No                ___Sometimes











Annex 3



	Aspects to be observed
	Good
	Poor
	Bad

	The correct use of syntax, spelling and punctuation marks.
	15 (60 %)
	5 (20 %)
	5 (20 %)

	Order of ideas using different texts.
	18 (72 %)
	4 (16 %)

	3 (12 %)

	The proper use of grammatical tenses studied.
	8 (32 %)
	7 (28 %)
	10 (40 %)



















Annex 4
Interview to the teachers:
Objective: To identify the difficulties of 7th graders in Pedro Ortiz Cabrera Secondary School for the improvement of writing skills.
Dear teachers, according to your opinion mark the following possible answers. If     your opinion is (sometimes) in any question, please mention another tool thatyou use in class. 
1-Do you think the initial text helps the students to have a general understanding of the first notion of writing?
a) ___ Yes             b) ___ No          c) ___ Sometimes

2- With the extra class exercises, is the content systematized?
a) ___ Yes           b) ___No                c) ___ Sometimes 

3- Are the written tests necessary to reaffirm the student’s knowledge?
a) ___ Yes           b) ___ No               c) ___ Sometimes
4- Do you think is necessary to create new exercises to improve writing skills?
a) ___ Yes           b) ___  No             c) ___ Sometimes

5- What element(s)is(are) the most affected in the writing skills of your students?








Annex 5
Survey to students:
Objective: To diagnose the level of knowledge of writing skills in English lesson in 7th grade students al Pedro Ortiz Cabrera Secondary School in Artemisa municipality.
Queridos estudiantes, esta encuesta tiene como objetivo diagnosticar su nivel de conocimiento sobre la habilidad de escritura en la asignatura Inglés. Sus respuestas contribuirán a la elaboración de un conjunto de actividades para el mejoramiento de esta habilidad.

1- ¿Tienes dificultades para realizar las actividades de escritura en las clases de inglés?
a) ___ Si           b) ___No                c) ___ A veces
2- ¿Tienes problemas con la ortografía de las palabras y los signos de puntuación para la redacción de oraciones y párrafos?
a) ___ Si           b) ___No                c) ___ A veces
3- ¿Se te hace difícil organizar varias ideas para formar párrafos?  
a) ___ Si           b) ___No                c) ___ A veces
4- ¿Puedes escribir oraciones y párrafos utilizando los tiempos gramaticales estudiados en clase?
a) ___ Si           b) ___No                c) ___ A veces
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	Parameters
	Good
	Poor
	Bad

	The correct use of syntax, spelling and punctuation marks.
	20 (80 %)
	2 (8 %)
	3 (16 %)

	Order of ideas using different texts.
	19 (76%)
	4 (16 %)

	2 (8 %)

	The proper use of grammatical tenses studied.
	11 (44 %)
	10 (40 %)
	4 (16 %)





















Annex 7
Pedagogical test to students:
Objective: To determine the initial state of 7th grade students in Pedro Ortiz Cabrera Secondary School in Artemisa municipality for improving writing skills in the English lessons.
1- Check the spelling of the following words and correct the wrong ones.
	red
	bedrom
	Old
	otel
	ofice
	five
	nunber

	prety
	cleanin
	Hospital
	blu
	bed
	bathroom
	techer

	yellow
	
	
	
	
	
	



2- Arrange the words in sentences.
My-is-name-Albert
first-Today-class-is-my-day
I-“Abraham Lincoln”-Secondary School-am-at
Jane Smith-name-my-is-the-of-English-teacher
is-She-old-years-twenty
She-nice-very-and-is-a-person
students-happy-are-meet-to-her

3- Order the sentences to form a paragraph. 










Annex 8

	Parameters
	Good
	Poor
	Bad

	The correct use of syntax, spelling and punctuation marks.
	 16 (64 %)
	4 (16 %)
	5 (20 %)

	Order of ideas using different texts.
	18 (72 %)
	5 (20 %)

	2 (8 %)

	The proper use of grammatical tenses studied.
	9 (36 %)
	6 (24 %)
	10 (40 %)
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Results of the Initial State

· The correct use of syntax, spelling and punctuation marks.
· Order of ideas using different texts.
· The proper use of grammatical tenses studied.





















Activity # 1
Unit 1: Hello! What’s your name?
Type of activity: production
Objective: To give personal information in a dialogue form with acceptable syntax, spelling and punctuation using a video.
Content: Personal information (name, age, formal farewell)
Method: Conscious Practical.
Teaching Aid: board, workbook
Methodological conception: Communicative approach 
Form of activity organization: pairwork.
Form of assessment: orally and written.
Level of assimilation: production
Procedure:
The teacher begins the activity showing a video with two teenagers speaking the first day at school. Later the teacher makes a model reading of the conversation while the students follow her by the booklet.After that, she asks the students to practice it in pairs. Finally, they are going to write a simple dialogue with their partner using their own information.
1- Watch the video of a conversation between two students at their first day at school. Practice the dialogue with your partner using the booklet.
A: Hello! What’s your name?
B: My name is Joel. What’s your name?
A: My name is Camila. How old are you?
B: I am twelve years old. And you?
A: I am thirteen years old. Well, nice to meet you Joel.
B: Nice to meet you too Camila.
a- Write a simple dialogue using your own information.





Activity # 2
Unit 3: What is your house like?
Type of activity: application
Objective: To make sentences describing a room in the house, using objects and demonstrative pronouns with acceptable syntax, spelling and punctuation.
Content: objects (bed, mirror, dressing table, refrigerator, cooker, cupboard, TV set, armchair, sofa), parts of the house (living room, kitchen, bedroom), demonstrative pronouns (there is/are).
Method: Conscious Practical.
Teaching Aid: Pictures and cards.
Methodological conception: Communicative approach 
Form of activity organization:  group work.
Form of assessment:  oral and written.
Level of assimilation: production
Procedure:
The teacher begins the activity dividing the students in small groups and then sheshows some pictures about three rooms of a house. The students have to select their favorite room to pick up the cards from the teacher’s desk with the name of the objects they see in the picture. After that, theyare going to write some sentences describing the room using them and there is/are.
1- Select your favorite room from the pictures and pick up the cards with the name of the objects you see in it from the teacher’s desk. Then, write sentences describing it using the objects in the cards and there is/are.







Activity 3
Unit 5: What´s your friend doing?
Type of activity: application
Objective: To write sentences in present continuous tense expressing what some people are doing now with acceptable syntax, spelling and punctuation through a game.
Content: action verbs (clean- wash- watch- play- do- eat- drink- take- go- dance) and the          Present Continuous Tense.
Method: Conscious Practical.
Teaching Aid: cards 
Methodological conception: Communicative approach 
Form of activity organization: individual and group work.
Level of assessment: orally and written.
Level of assimilation: production
Procedure:
The teacher begins the activity explaining game´s rules and dividing the group in two teams. The students of one team have to represent the actions from the cards that are in the teacher’s desk using a pantomime and the students of the other team have to identify the action represented. Then, if he or she guess it, writes a sentence on the board using the verb in Present Continuous Tense. This exercise is going to motivate them to write sentences in present continuous tense describing what their classmates are doing.
Team A
3- Select a card from the teacher’s desk and answer the question representing the action that it has with mimics and gestures.
You receive two points if the student from the other team does not guess the action you are representing. 
Team B
4- Ask the student from the other team what he/she is doing. Try to guess the action he/she represents. If you do it correctly, write on the board a sentence using the verb in Present Continuous Tense.
You receive two points if you guess the action and write correctly the sentence. The winner will be the team with more points.
Cards: clean the house- wash the dishes- watch TV- play football- do the homework- eat a hotdog- drink water- take a bath- go to sleep-dance at the disco



























Activity 4 
Unit 8: What´s the weather like?
Type of activity: application
Objective: To write sentences in simple present tense using the weather conditions and the verb to be with acceptable syntax, spelling and punctuation.
Content: weather conditions (cloudy, windy, warm, sunny, dry, rainy, cool, cold, hot) and Simple Present Tense (Verb to be)
Method: Conscious Practical.
Teaching Aid: paper cards.
Form of activity organization: team work.
Form of assessment: orally and written.
Level of assimilation: production
Procedure: The teacher brings to the class a group of cards with words related among them. Then, the class is going to be divided in four teams that represents the seasons of the year. The integrants of each team are going to select from the cards on the desk the ones related to their season. When they finished, they have to make sentences with the words .This exercise is going to motivate them to write sentences in simple present tense giving their opinion about the weather, using the adjectives given in cards.
1- Select a card the one related to your season. Write a sentence  with the verb to be using the word written in the card.











Activity 5
Unit 11: Can you do it your own?
Type of activity: application
Objective: To write sentences in simple present tense with correct syntax, spelling and punctuation using a fragment of a song.
Content: Simple Present Tense
Method: Conscious Practical.
Teaching Aid: a telephone.
Methodological conception: Communicative approach 
Form of activity organization: individual work.
Level of assessment: orally and written.
Level of assimilation: production
Procedure: The teacher begins the activity asking to students:
· Do you know who Celine Dion is? 
· Do you know any Celine Dion’s song?
The teacher gives some information about her and reproduces a fragment of the song: THE POWER OF LOVE. After that, the students have to complete the spaces in blank according to what they listen in the fragment. This exercise is going to motivate them to write sentences in simple present tense about the topic suggested in the lyric of the song, the power of love. 
-Complete the blank spaces with the words you listen. 
Lyric:
Cause I____ your lady and you ____ my man
Whenever you reach for ____
I´ll ____ all that I ____
Where heading for ______
Somewhere I´ve never been
Sometimes I____ frightened
But _____ ready to learn
Of the power of______.
-Write sentences giving your opinion about love using the simple present tense.





Results of the Initial State
Good	Parameter 1	Parameter 2	Parameter 3	8	10	6	Poor	Parameter 1	Parameter 2	Parameter 3	11	8	4	Bad	Parameter 1	Parameter 2	Parameter 3	6	7	15	
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