Task 2-The educational context and the language learning 
Many views and methodological proposals on English learning can be found in specialized bibliography; however, some of them cannot be applied in the classroom due to several reasons, among others the following:
a. Because some of them are the result of theoretical investigations without practical confirmation.
b. Because some of them have been carried out with a single student (case study).
c. Because some of them have been carried out in special educational contexts very different to yours.
d. Because some of them demand the use of unavailable technology.
e. Because some of them ask for highly qualified teachers.
If you are planning to research a problem in the teaching of English in your country, what factors would you keep in mind from the social context of learning, including the small community of the classroom? Do you consider the educational context for English learning in your country favorable or unfavorable? And what about the context of learning the mother tongue? Once again, you should refer to the diverse external and internal factors that could determine or influence the student’s English learning.
11.2-The objectives in English lessons
Task 2 - Next, we present some objectives, so that you determine the categories or indicators that, explicitly or implicitly, they contain.
Objectives for a lesson (outcomes)
· To develop the ability to understand and express orally ideas about the environment protection, particularly nature care, using the communicative function of asking and saying existence, as a way to value positively the benefits of nature for human beings.
· To develop the abilities of listening and speaking about daily activities, using the communicative functions of asking and saying what someone does as routines of daily life, so as to appreciate and love human beings activities.
· To contribute to the development of the abilities to understand and express orally ideas about school life, through the use of personal information communicative functions, so as to foster positive attitude toward learning at schools, classmates and teachers. 
· To develop the abilities to read English about North American culture, through the use of the subskills of skimming, scanning, inference of meaning and drawing conclusions, so as to improve knowledge of English culture.  
· To get the skills of writing compositions about daily topics, using the abilities of describing and narrating what happened to somebody, as a way of analyzing critically human behavior in society.
· To develop the skills of conversation in English talking about future perspectives, using the communicative functions of asking and saying what someone is going to do, or will do, as a way to foster the values of humanism and responsibility.
· To develop the skill of paragraph writing using the linking words and, but, however, although, to express ideas about what is happening these days in Syria, as a way to improve social knowledge of foreign cultures.  
	Could you improve these objectives? How differently do you formulate and state objectives for your lessons?
	The formulation of objectives has gone through different stages, and to do it depends, to a great extent, on the learning theory to which the teaching process ascribes at a certain moment. Thus, you may find objectives formulated according to different criteria: teacher’s point of view, student’s point of view, abilities, information, instruction or education, or both. We invite you to select a unit of an English teaching syllabus or course, and comment on the conceptual nucleuses of the objectives. Are the objectives centered in the linguistic system or on use in communication? 
(Further Reading: Acosta, Rivera, Perez y Manccini, Communicative Language Teaching. Facultades Integradas Newton Paiva. Belo Horizonte.1996. Chapter II, pages from 29 to 136.)
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